


LOGLINELOGLINE
  

With some guidance, after struggling with the death of 
her mother, Nilu, a young Iranian American girl is finally 
able to grieve and feel connected to her memory. 
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SYNOPSISSYNOPSIS
The story begins with Nilu cleaning herbs and right off the bat you 
can tell she is holding something deep inside. Her cousin Leila is 
visiting for her mother's funeral and guides her to realize she 
needs to grieve. Through this Nilu describes her favorite memory 
of when she was younger, and her mother gave her a saffron 
necklace. Leila shares an anecdote as well and Nilu is able to 
realize the reality...that her mother isn't coming back. 
 
 After this scene, it cuts to Nilu making rice and as she is doing 
this she is recalling the first time her mother taught her how to 
make rice. This scene is an emotional, reflective time for the 
character, as it is the first time she really feels close to her 
mother since her death. The film ends with her mixing the saffron 
and pouring it on the rice. We end with a close-up on her face, as 
we see that she finally feels at peace.
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CHARACTERSCHARACTERS

N I L UN I L U

L E I L AL E I L A

F A R H A N GF A R H A N G

-The protagonist 
-Generally awkward, funny, loud 
-In this moment she is holding 
back & not facing her pain. 
-She feels an obligation to step 
up and take care of things. 
-Just out of high school

-A voice of reason for Nilu 
-Nilu's cousin 
-Blunt, sarcastic, honest, 
loving, supporting 
-Late 20s 

-Nilu's mother, best friend 
-Free-spirited, loving, 
supportive, charismatic, 
brave, optimistic, witty 
-Dies due to cancer but stays 
positive until the end 
-In her 40s
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TONETONE
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WHY ME?WHY ME?
Loss is such a complicated and universal experience, and I 
want to illustrate it through my cultural perspective. I feel the 
closest to my mom when we cook together where Saffron and 
rice are at the heart of that. I envision not being able to forget 
that closeness in the depth of sorrow and loss. This relates to 
Nilu's hesitance to face difficult obstacles such as loss.


