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A young, Korean girl struggles to find pride in her own culture when she
goes to school and encounters peers that think the food she eats is
“different.”



SYNOPSIS

A Korean girl named Chae-won grows up to love
her mom’s cooking, but becomes ashamed of

her culture when she is asked vaguely about the \\I
She begins exaggerating her peers’ comments,

food she is eating by her peers at school.

reflecting upon the unconscious shame and
insecurities she holds about her Korean culture.
Conflicts arise with her mom when Chae-won
rejects the lunch she packs for her.

After a long period of resentment, the smell of her
favorite childhood foods sparks a memory that she
forgot existed. Eventually, she returns to her mom to
apologize and makes an effort to learn how to cook
her favorite childhood meals along with banchan.




TONES/COMPS

Color Scheme
My Neighbor Mood Board

TOTORO

The short animation is a bittersweet,
emotional narrative about family and identity.

Bao Inside Out My Neighbor
Totoro
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. Usually a bright, loving A caring, Young, immature
\/ — girl that enjoys warm-hearted mother peers that still have
socializing; people that uses food as a much to learn about
X pleaser symbol of love the world



The short film explores the theme of
maturing and being comfortable
with one’s own culture, as well as

relationships with parents.

THEME

In the end, the mom’s cooking is
the tie that binds Chae-won and
her mom’s relationship. More
importantly, her mom'’s food allows
her to find and recognize her
identity.




WHY ME?

My mom would wake up at 5 AM every day to make sure
she made my lunch before | left the house at 6 AM,
making me banchan and snacks with every meal. In this
way, the lunch was a sign of her love. Attending a
majority White and Hispanic school and befriending
non-Asian friends, though, | used to be embarrassed
about my own culture, especially about the food |
brought to school for lunch. | was extremely ungrateful
and told her | would rather eat lunchables. Some days, |
would come home not having eaten any of the food she
packed and | would watch my mom throw away
everything in the trash with disappointment. Since then,
I've grown to appreciate my culture, realizing that |
should take pride in who | am and shouldn’t be scared to
be different.



[HANK YOU!




