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Film2Future (F2F) is a nonprofit, professional-level 

filmmaking program for underserved teenagers in 

Los Angeles. Our mission is to diversify the 

entertainment industry workforce and inspire 

future filmmakers. Founded in 2016 by Haven 

Entertainment founding partner Rachel Miller, F2F 

empowers a new generation of diverse content 

creators to share their stories and to obtain paid 

positions across the entertainment industry. 

Hollywood creatives, legendary filmmakers, and 

thought leaders from across the entertainment 

and media landscape volunteer as guest speakers 

as part of F2F’s intensive, hands-on curriculum. 

Upon completion of our four-year educational 

program, each F2F student graduates with a 

creative reel, competitive resume, networking and 

interview skills, and an industry mentor.

Since our launch, F2F has educated over 125 

students and our students have received over $1M 

in college scholarship awards including full rides 

to USC, University of Chicago and Syracuse.  

Additionally, we have placed our graduates in over 

73 paid internships and production assistant roles 

on Glow, Vida, Brooklyn 99, Mayans M.C., and many 

other shows.

F2F has received coverage in Variety, 

Entertainment Weekly, The Hollywood Reporter, 

Deadline, The Wrap, KTLA, LA Weekly, Daily News, 

La Opinion, and FOX LA News.
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Host

ZURI HALL

Opening Words of Encouragement

SAHR NGAUJAH

Animation Program Video
Directed and Edited by

MIKE DAMUS

Welcome 

SAMATA NARRA

Alumni Speaker

FERNANDO ARAUJO

Musical Performance

P. WASHINGTON 

2021 Student  Speaker

T LOPEZ

Short Film Premiere

BEYOND SYMBIOSIS
Introduced by Moriah Brown

Short Film Premiere

NOSOTROS TOROGOCES
Introduced by Julissa Calderon

Changemaker Award

HILL HARPER

Short Film Premiere

BANCHAN
Introduced by Kadeem Hardison

Words of Encouragement

DOMINIQUE THORNE

PROGRAM
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PROGRAM CONT.
Short Film Premiere

FROM THE SOUL
Introduced by Aldis Hodge

2021 Student Speaker

RICHIE CAYETANO

Short Film Premiere

CHRYSALIS
Introduced by Edwin Hodge 

Short Film Premiere

ARROW
Introduced by Nika King

Words of Encouragement

ROCSI DIAZ

Award Ceremony

CHRIS MILLER AND PHIL LORD

Words of Encouragement

MURRAY BARTLETT

Founder Remarks

RACHEL MILLER

Gala Produced by

Livestream Platform
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ANIMATION PROGRAM 2021: A DAY IN THE LIFE

10:00 AM HOMEROOM DROP IN

Moderated by Simon Rust Lamb, COO at Bulldog DM

Kemp Powers, Writer, Director, Playwright, Soul & One Night In Miami

10:30 AM WRITING FROM YOUR EXPERIENCE

Moderated by  Andrew Oropeza, Film2Future Alumni and Coordinator

Keah Brown, Author, The Pretty One

Molly Miller, Writer, Long Slow Exhale

11:30 PM LEARNING HOW TO TAKE AND GIVE FEEDBACK

Moderated by Haroon Azar,  Partner, The Rosslyn Group

Jon Wu, President of Film & Television, Hello Sunshine

Regina Kim, Writer, Incubus

1:00 PM LUNCH PANEL: WORKING WITH ACTORS

Ryan Theobalt, Talent Agent at Paradigm Talent Agency

Ben Schwartz, Writer, Actor, Comedian, Sonic the Hedgehog

Noah Jones, Creator, Fish Hooks

Jacob Tobia, Producer, Actor, Writer, She-Ra

4:00 PM ALL ABOUT WRITING FOR ANIMATION 

Moderated by Audrey Diehl, SVP, Series at Warner Bros. Animation

Jennifer Skelly, Co-EP, Showrunner at Little Ellen

Brad Copeland, Writer, Ferdinand

Aadip Desai, Writer, Comedian, Mira

5:00 PM WRITING SPRINT

Kathy Katims, Saved by a Story

Rory Green, Saved by a Story

2:30 PM THEME AND NARRATIVE STRUCTURE

Taylor Martin, Co-Producer, Writer, The Blacklist
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When a tarantula needs a babysitter, to protect her eggs 
from ants, they hire a frog.

BE YOND SYMBIOSIS

Director

AIDA JIMENEZ 
Editor

EMILY SALVADOR

Writers

AIDA JIMENEZ 
EMILY SALVADOR

Sound Supervisor & Sound Mixer

JUSTIN MARINERO

Producer

JOSUE VELAZQUEZ

Izzy and their brother Dario butt heads yet again, but with the 
help of 2 pesky Torogoz birds they may find common ground and 
remember growing up doesn’t mean drifting apart.

NOSOTROS TOROGOCES

Writer & Director

T LOPEZ
Editor

OSVALDO PEREZ

Producer

YESENIA ROBLES
Digital Artist

NATHALIE GONZALEZ

Sound Mixer & Foley Artist

GISSELLE BARAJAS

Illustrator

RUBY SALAZAR

Production Supervisor

ALEX COFFEY 

Production Supervisor

SYDNEY FLEISCHMANN
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A young, Korean girl struggles to find pride in her own culture 
when she goes to school and encounters peers that think 
the food she eats is “different.”

BANCHAN AND FROM THE SOUL

Writer & Director

HANA CHOI 
Production Supervisor

IAM BLOOM

Producer

EUNICE SHIN
Illustrators

AMYRAH PRICE
EUNICE SHIN
MELANIE ORNELASEditor & Sound Design 

KIMBERLY MENDIOLA

Two kids from different races, social classes, and backgrounds 
find a way to communicate and create a magical moment 
without a single word. 

FROM THE SOUL

Writer & Director

RICHIE CAYETANO
Editor

SYDNEE BLUEFORD

Producer

ABNER AGUILAR
Illustrator

DANIELA ALARCON

Sound Mixer 

MARLON HUGHES JR.
Production Supervisor

JOAQUIN F. PALMA
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A boy who battles with the reality of growing up, feels lost until 
visited by a symbol that reminds him of his grandmother.

CHRYSALIS

Producer

CARLOS RIOS

Editor

NATHAN RODRIGUEZ

Digital Artists 

ANAIYAH HOLMES
MELANIE ORNELAS 

Writers

NATHAN RODRIGUEZ
CARLOS RIOS
ANIAYAH HOLMES
HAILY OROZOCO

Sound Mixer

HAILEY OROZCO

A girl who is the only one with the ability to see the red string of fate, 
struggles with identity as she is born without a red string herself.

ARROW

Director

NATHAN RODRIGUEZ

Producer

GRAY K. MATTER
Additional Illustrators

JAZMINE MENDEZ
GRACE KIMEditor & Sound 

JOCELYN MARTINEZ Writers

DIANA PIEDY
JAZMINE MENDEZ
GRAY K. MATTER
JOCELYN MARTINEZ

Foley Artists

JOCELYN MARTINEZ
JON PLANE

Director

JAZMINE MENDEZ
Lead Illustrator

DIANA PIEDY

Production Supervisor

CAROLINA BEGUIRISTAIN

Production Supervisor

JOEY HARRIS
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Hill Harper is a humanitarian, an award-winning actor, best-selling 
author, and entrepreneur. Currently, Harper stars in ABC’s #1 television 
drama, The Good Doctor, and has starred in numerous television and 
film projects including CSI:NY,  He Got Game and Lackawanna Blues.

Harper has been recognized with seven NAACP Image Awards, four of 
them for his writing. He has authored four New York Times best-selling 
books: Letters to a Young Brother (named “Best Book for Young Adults” 
by the American Library Association), Letters to a Young Sister, The 
Conversation, Letters to an Incarcerated Brother, and his award-
winning book, The Wealth Cure: Putting Money in its Place, which 
addresses ways to solve the racial wealth gap.  Harper incorporates 
the teachings and inspiration within his books towards empowering 
underserved youth through mentorship, scholarship and grant 
programs as the founder of his nonprofit organization, The Manifest 
Your Destiny Foundation.

Harper is the Founder and Chairman of The Black Wall Street Digital 
Wallet, is on the Board of Directors, National Black Bank Fund, named 
Honorary National Co-Chair of the Redevelopment of Black Wall 
Street, Greenwood Chamber of Commerce, and served on the 
President's Cancer Panel having been appointed by President 
Obama in 2011. 

Harper graduated magna cum laude from Brown University with a 
Bachelor of Arts degree and was named Valedictorian of his 
department.  He then graduated cum laude with a J.D. from Harvard 
Law School, as well as with a Master’s Degree in Public Administration, 
with honors, from the Kennedy School of Government and holds seven 
honorary doctoral degrees.

As an investor and business owner, Harper will be opening The Pierce 
and Hill Harper Arts Foundation in Detroit in 2022.  His passion for 
business, financial literacy, and social & economic justice keeps him 
on the forefront and in-demand as a speaker worldwide.

CHANG EMAKER 
AWARD 
HONOREE: 
HILL HARPER
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IN THE INDUSTRY

25% of Directors 
were BIPOC

100% of Directors 
are BIPOC

26% of Writers 
were BIPOC

100% of Writers 
are BIPOC

21% of Directors 
were women

66% of Directors 
are women

16% of Animators 
were women

100% of Animators 
are women

FILM2FUTURE.ORG

THE DATA BEHIND OUR MISSION

BIPOC and diverse voices significantly lacking in Hollywood, both 
in front of and behind the camera. Film2Future is addressing this 
critical gap in the industry through our instructional programs, 
mentorship, and career development support.

2021 FILM2FUTURE
ANIMATION PROGRAM

22% of Editors 
were women

100% of Editors 
are women

9% of Producers of 
top animation series 
were women of color

50% of Producers 
are women of color
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"Film2Future means to me, an opportunity 
to do something greater. Before I wanted to be 
a filmmaker, I wanted to pursue a boring job. 
That's what everyone thought was best for me, 
but Film2Future gave me another chance, a new 
perspective, and opportunities that I can take."
ABNER AGUILAR

"Film2Future didn't just help me get started. It 
did more than that; it helped me find motivation 
for what I want to do because that's something I 
didn't know I could have."
DIANA PIEDY

“I think it's important for Film2Future to 
keep growing and keep going because it gives 
minorities an opportunity to get their hands on 
filmmaking. They provide you with everything 
you need to understand and learn.”
KIMBERLY MENDIOLA

"Film2Future is important to me because it 
made me realize what I'm capable of and how 
much I can bring to the film industry."
NATHALIE GONZALEZ

“The Film2Future program is an opportunity to 
succeed. It's like a gateway to the entertainment 
industry. It's like a door you open up, and there 
you go—your future.”
JOSUE VELAZQUEZ
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THANK YOU

Film2Future would like to thank our staff, board, advisory council, speakers, 

mentors, and production crew.

» STAFF

Wendy Durst, 
Director of Operations

Rob Simas,  
Content Director

Andrew Oropeza,  
Coordinator

Alex Coffey,  
Animation Program 
Head of Production

Iyeh Malekpour,  
Team Captain

Fernando Araujo,  
Team Captain

Joel Al Hassanieh,  
Student Ambassador

Teotl Veliz,  
Student Ambassador

» PRODUCTION 
SUPERVISORS

Joaquin Palma

Carolina Beguiristain

Iam Bloom

Joey Harris

Sydney Fleischman

» SPEAKERS & 
MENTORS
Aadip Desai

Adam Collis

Adan Nolasco

Alan Lau

Alex Coffey

Alex Lorge

Alex Parks

Alexander Schwartz

Alison Sieh

Alon Aranya

Amaka Obaze

Amanda Achen

Amanda Palley

Andrea Lyons

Andrew Cohn

Andrew Goulet

Andrew Oropeza

Andy Vasquez

Annie Kee

April King

April Webster

Aram Mandossian

Ari Lubet 

Ari Mark

Aris Mendoza

Ashley Falls

Ashley Hanley

Ashlyn Anstee

Aubrey Lee

Audrey Diehl

Averie Huffine

Aydrea Walden

B. Dave Walters

Barrett Garese

Ben Schwartz

Ben Snyder

Ben Wilkins

Bill Kinder

Billy Massung

Brad Copeland

Bram Barouh

» F2F BOARD
Rachel Miller, 
Founder & President

Barrett Garese, 
Chair

DeMille Halliburton, 
Secretary & Treasurer

Annie Lee

Ari Lubet

Carlos E. Hernandez

Chase Friedman

Chris Young

Elgin James

Haroon Azar

Rajan Patel

Ryan Theobalt

Samata Narra

Tony Yacenda

Van Johnson

» EMERITUS BOARD 

Marni Wieshofer

Simon Rust Lamb

Ted Markovic

» ADVISORY COUNCIL 

Effie-Michelle Metallidis

Emi Lea Kamemoto

Karen Chau

Laura Terry

Margaret Hinch

Talia Moradkhanian

Tara Kole

Hollywood in Pixels

» SPEAKERS & 
MENTORS
Brandon Schultz

Brendan Bragg

Brian Dobbins

Brian Gutierrez

Brian McCarthy  

Bridgette Wright

Britton Rizzio

Brooke Keesling

Bryan Hill

Bryan Ramos

Cam Andrews

Carlos Hernandez

Carolina Beguiristain

Chase Friedman

Chris Boyd

Chris Connors

Chris DeVonte Baker

Chris Miller

Chris Osborn

Chris Young

Conor Galvin

Corrine Wong

Damiano Tucci

Dan Cutforth

Dan Krall

Dana Flowers

Daniela Peñaloza

Danny Stone

Dave Lindblad

David Levine

David Masson

David Miller 

David Nett

Dawid Pypec  

Demi Boxley

DeMille Halliburton

Denise Chamian

Derek Kigongo

Diane Baek

Dimitri Zola

Dominic Ottersbach

Edie Ichioka

Effie-Michelle 

Metallidis

Elgin James 

Elijah Senn

Emi Lea Kamemoto

Emily Kister

Emily Mollenkopf

Emily Tess Katz

Ethan Tobman

Fay Wolf

Felipe Salazar
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THANK YOU

» SPEAKERS & 
MENTORS
Frankie Li

Gabe Goldstein

Gemma Follari

Gerrit Kinkel

Gillian Bohrer

Gokug Sarioz

Guillermo Martinez

Hanna Armour

Haroon Azar

Helen Ahn Cutler

Ian Sheppard

Ivy Isenberg

Iyeh Malekpour

J.D. Funari

Jacky Shu

Jacob Tobia

James Glover

James Lucas Jones

Jimmy Tatro

Jamie Choy

Jared Sapolin

Jared Stern

Jason Katims

Jason Ubaldi

Jeffrey Bushell

Jenn Redington

Jennie Church-Cooper

Jennifer Bagley

Jennifer Price

Jennifer Skelly

Jeremy Sosenko

Jerry Beck

Jesse Hara

Jessica Sherman

Jessie Garretson

Jessie Rosen

Joaquin F. Palma

Joe Kingsley

Joel Salsburey

John Agbaje

John Kelley

John Salazar

Jon Plane

Jon Wu

Jorge Fernandez

Jose Maldonado

Jose Pou

Julian Silver

Julie Bloomfield

Justin Lee

Karen Chau

Karim Zreik

Karl Soule

Kate Thomas

Katelyn Dougherty

Kathleen Jordan

Kathy Katims

» SPEAKERS & 
MENTORS
Katie Krentz

Katie Kubert

Keah Brown

Kemp Powers

Kenny Simkins

Keshni Kashyap

Kesila Childers

Kevin Herrera

Kevin Mann

Kim Tang

Kojo Acquaah

Kyle Casey

Lagueria Davis

Laura Feyereisen

Lauren Connelly

Lawrence Grey

Lisa Feldman

Maddie Madsen

Madolyn Tipton

Maggie Haskins

Mallom Liggon

Marcus Peterzell

Margaret Hinch  

Margie Vargas

Mark Fox

Mark McDonnell

Marlinda Walcott

Mary Miazgowicz

Matt Wyatt

Matthew Kaplan

Max Gindi

Megan McDonnell

Meghan Lang Bice

Megyn Cawley

Meko Winbush

Melanie Parker

Melisa Baloglu

Mette Norkjaer

Michael Pecchia

Michelle DeLateur

Mike Brodner

Mike Rianda

Miranda Hoffs 

Miriam Sills

Molly Miller

Nancy Macleod

Natalie Handelsman

Nick Sumida

Nicole Garcia

Noah Jones

Olivia Falletti

Petria Seymour 

Pharida Long

Phil Lord

Phoebe Schmidt

Pouya Shahbazian

Priscilla Zambrano

» SPEAKERS & 
MENTORS
Rachael Reiss 

Rachel Joynes

Rachel Smith

Rajan Patel

Raul Calderon-Castillo

Rayya Deeb

Rebecca Tomlinson

Regina Kim

Reyana Patterson

Rich Costales

Richard Kronenberg

Rob Luchow

Robert Grahamjones

Rocky Russo

Romke E. de Haan III

Ronna Kress

Rory Green

Rukayat Giwa

Ryan Theobalt

Ryden

Sabrina Weisz

Salvatore Paskowitz

Sam Fischer

Sam Furie

Sam Ostrove

Samata Narra

Sandra Montiel

Scilla Andreen

Shakira Gagnier

Sohini Sengupta

Stanley Kalu

Stephanie Allen

Steve Walter

Tara Kole

Taylor Engel

Taylor Martin

Ted Markovic

Tiziano Tucci

Todd Andrew

Tom Dagnino

Tom Holkenborg

Tony Yacenda

Valerie Champeau

Van Johnson

Victoria Alonso

Vidhya Iyer

Walter Newman

Ward Hake

Wendy Durst

Whitney Wakimoto

Will Bates

Yunhao Zhang

Zac Unterman

Zack Garcia

Zesung Kang
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We are grateful for our partners, whose support allows 

Film2Future to provide the zero barriers to entry, intensive 

education and employment opportunities necessary to 

build an inclusive and diverse film industry.   

Thank you to our Gala Sponsors!
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Production Company Challenge Partners commit to

supporting a sustainable pathways for diverse filmmakers 

to obtain careers in the film industry by donating to the 

organization, volunteering as speakers, and providing paid 

internships for Film2Future students. We are deeply grateful 

for these champions of our students and our mission.
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Thank you to our foundation partners, whose philanthropic support 

is critical to the achievement of our shared goals and mission. 

We thank these companies who have committed time and

resources to the delivery of Film2Future’s programs this year.
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G ET INVOLVED

Film2Future is promoting change by giving underserved 

youth access to education and employment opportunities. 

But we can only accomplish our goals with your help.

EMAIL WENDY@FILM2FUTURE.ORG TO G ET INVOLVED TODAY.

FOR MEDIA INQUIRES, EMAIL:

MICHELLE ROBERTSON -  MROBERTSON@MRC-PR.COM

FILM2FUTURE.ORG

PRODUCTION  
COMPANY CHALLENG E
Hire a Film2Future student and 
provide invaluable work experience.

CORPORATE 
PARTNERSHIPS
Support F2F with assistance in 
the form of equipment, space, 
swag, or food. 

DONATE
Please help us provide an A+ 
program that includes transportation, 
meals, and equipment. Text F2FGALA 
to 44-321 to give today.

BE A SPEAKER
Share your wisdom at a 
programming event.
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